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The speach which was performed by David Dephy
at the Unterberg Poetry Center of the 92nd Street
Y New York during the joint live The Second
Skin with Laurie Anderson Salman Rushdie Yusef
Komunyakaa and John Burnside Pia Tafdrup Juan
Carlos Mestre Ernesto Cardenal & Antony And The
Johnsons Joachim Sartorius Andrzej Sosnowski.
PEN American Center. New York.

Apr 29, 2011

Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all, I would like to thank Mr. DW Gibson,
Joshua Furst and Lazlo Jakab Orsos for inviting
me, for their great efforts, their kindness and
consideration. They did everything in his power to
enable me to be here, at this significant and honorary
place and to make me feel a citizen of the world.

I think that despite language, social or ethno-
cultural  diffe-rences, literature actually has
no borders and the most im-portant thing
in our relationship is our wish to make the
world a better place. And we must achieve it by
better means.

I mean poetry itself.
I am an idealist, a poet, a novelist and a performer.
I'started writing at the age of twenty-four. Now [ am for-

ty-two. Deuring the Rose Revolution in 2004, 1 was
one of the leaders of the Disobedience Committee.
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At the same time I worked for magazines, newspapers,
radio and television, where I had my own talk-shows.
I also played the leading roles in feature films, among
them in Otar loseliani’s film.

I devote all my time only to literature and work both
on prose and poetry every day. Fortunately literature
is very much loved in my country and thanks to the
royalties, gained by my sold-out books, I feel hopeful
that it is possible to live by means of literary work in
this material world.

I am happy that T can share my emotions with the
other people via poetry and prose and despite everyday
struggle for my existence as a writer, I am not going
to give in, not yet.

Every day I thank God for my idealistic endurance,
as I am equally inspired by a good and bad event. 1
perceive the meaning of things only if I thoroughly
study them and this research inspires me.

Two years ago, in August of 2008, there was a war in
my country. Russia made another attempt to conquer
Georgia. | opposed Russia’s aggression as the leader
of the Civil Solidarity Headquarters and arranged
prolest meetings against Russia in Thilisi. 20% of my
country’s territory is still occupied by Russia.

Last year I wrote a novel “The Gardens And The
Pandemonium” and published it. It touches upon
this subject and the conflict between virtue and evil,
the endless conflict, when the victim at this time is
always an innocent man.

Why does it happen so? Why isn’t it possible, that
one fine day the virtue should win for ever?
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One of the journalists, imprisoned and shot by the
Russians was my friend. Another journalist, a young
woman, was wounded in the hand by a sniper’s
bullet, when she was reporting live. Several minutes
before she had taken an interview from me.

I am well aware that time and history will give
everything adequate names, as everything passes in
this world, except such immortal seconds, when a
man sacrifices himself for others, when he sacrifices
himself for his own and other people’s freedom.
Poetry is such a sacrifice for me and it is very real,
true and tangible.

I think that it depends only upon us if poets and
writers manage to reach our readers and generally
the society of today’s world, to get the exact and clear
message by our works and try to make the world a
better place by uniting the three precious words for
all of us — Love, Freedom and Responsibility.

It is on these three words, that all my prose and
poetry depends on.

These words inspire me and I try to find the newest
forms of literary expression by means of perceiving
them every day.

The contemporary prose and poetry - call them
neo neo-romanticism, neo neo-symbolism, post-
modernist mysticism or any other term, I think that
art is authentic if it is based on universal truth for
everybody and it must comfort and give hope lo a
man, although it might be bitter. Because the world
is still full of terror, envy, avarice and selfishness.

Therefore 1 think that the world has got a chance to
become better, because if it is terrible, it is due to the
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fact that we, people do not betray one another, but
we do betray ourselves and our vocation. We betray
our ideals and very often we are very well aware of
it.

I am not a critic or a linguist. I am a writer, a poet
and I realize that much is demanded from me, but
not much is forgiven to me... That take Love or
take Poetry, they are such enormous concepts, that
they can’t be only my personal matter... That if 1
realize by what means I want to be special, then I’ll
understand who and what I am in reality... That
every word is alive and that we are alive too as long
as we understand one another, as long as we believe
one another and also that if in our inner world and in
this multi language dictionary of the mankind survive
the following words such as, Poetry, Love, Freedom
and Responsibility, then the world will also survive.

For me this is the mission of literature and of mine
as a poet’s and novelist’s justification for existence.

David Dephy

Apr 29,2011
New York
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| will always love You.

I will always love You.
If not,
It won’t be Me.

Love always wins.
If not,
It won’t be Love.

DD July 30, 2015
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